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Ancestor Worship in a Fishing Village : Tongp’o on the East Coast of Korea

This paper discusses some features of ancestor worship among the
fishermen in Tongp’o on the east coast of Korea.

1. Most of the rituals are observed faithfully according to Confucian
norm, even though some sections are shortened or omitted for economic
reasons or for lack of time due to fishing activities.

2. Most of the eldest sons follow the norm in taking responsibility for
conducting commemorative rituals for the ancestors. Exceptions to this
practice numbered only 20 out of 133. In twelve cases, younger sons were
divided with their mother’s tablets, while in eight cases they took respon-
sibility for conducting rituals on behalf of elder sons who could not fulfil
their duties. .

3. They remember and worship at most of the graves all the way down
from their first ancestors.

4. ‘The body itself, rather than the site of the grave, is sometimes judged
as the cause of some misfortunes (mostly illness) that fall on the descendants.
Cremation of the body is a way to escape from such bad influences.

5. Cremation contrasts with ordinary burial in that it effaces the remnants
of the body by dispersion in the air. So they do not practise graveside
rituals for those ancestors whose bodies were cremated.

6. Only more recent ancestors are worshipped in non-Confucian rituals.
Though we may find some marginal cases, we can generally recognize Con-
fucian principles as a predominant norm also in the fishing village.
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1 * * * =51 F,GM, F.GM, 1
2 F, * * =52 F, F, *
3 % * * 53 F, * *
4 % * * 54 F,M, * *
=5 F,M, P, * 55 * * »*
6 W,F,M, * * >56 F,M,GF, F,GF, *
7 M,GF,GM, * * 57 * * *
8 x * * 58 F,M, * 1
9 * * * >59 F,GF,GM, F, *
>10 W,F,M, r, 1 60 % * *
11 % * * =61 F,GF,GM, F,GF,GM, *
=12 F,M,GF,GM, Pr,GP, * 62 * * *
13 F,\M, * * 63 * * *
14 M, * * =64 F,GM, F,GM, 1
15 F,GF,GM,GGF,GGM,GGGF, * * 465 F,GF,GM, GGF, 1
16 * * * 66 F,GM, * *
17 F, * * 67 * * *
18 W, * * - 68 F,GM, * *
<19 GF, F,GF, 1 69 * * *
20 F,GM, * * 70 =* * »*
>21 ¥,M,GGF,GGM, P, * >N F,M,GF, F.GP, 1
22 % * * =72 M, M, *
23 W, * * 73 GM, * 1
=24 F,GF, F,GF, 1 74 * * *
25 TF,M, * 1 75 M, * *
26 % * * 76 F.,M,GM,GF, * 1
27 F,GM,GGF,GGM, * * >17 ¥.GF,GGF,GGM,F,GF, 1
=.'28 F,GF,GM, I,GP, 1 =78 M, M, 1
29 % * * 79 * * *
30 * * * =80 F, F, 1
<31 * M, * 8t F, * *
32 F,GF, * * =82 FF,FM, P, 1
33 GF, . * * 83 * * *
=34 F,M,GF,FM, P,GP, * 84 GM, * *
3 F,GF,GM,GGF,GGM, * * 85 * * *
3 M,GF,GGF,GGM, * * 86 * * *
31 F, * * 87 * . * 1
>38 W,F,GM, GM, * =88 F,GF,GM, ," F,GF,GM, 1
39 % * * 89 F,M,GF,GM, : * *
40 F, * * 90 WM, * 1
>41 VW,F,MGF, P,GP, 1 91 * * *
42 F,M,GF, * * 92 * * 1
43 F,M,GF,GM, * * 93 * * *
=44 F,M,GF,GM, FMGFGM, 1 94 % * *
45 % * * 95 * * *
46 F, * * 96 * * *
47 F,M,GF,GM, - * * 97 * * *
48 * - % * 98 % * *
49 F, * * 99 * * *
50 9/9 - * - * 100 * * *
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