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Subsistence Activities and Associations in a Fishing Village
on the East Coast of Korea

This paper discusses the features of grouping for subsistence activities
and kye (rotating credit association). The fishery of the village is
characterized by the small size and varieties of activities. The boats are
less than three tons and only 21.4 9 of them are equipped with oil engines.
Subsistence activities are fishery and farming. The major catch of fish
comprises sardine, cod, filefish, flatfish, mackerel, sea bream, cuttlefish,
octopus, earshell. They gather and cultivate sea weeds. The 42 households
of villagers also recently bought and cultivate a considerable amount of
paddy land (40a per households) located about a fifty minutes’ walk away.
They nonetheless regard themselves as fishermen, though farming is
also important economically.

Though many activities are practised by household members, there is
some cooperation with other household members. From the analysis of
data on these cooperative activities, we find the following results:

1. The overlapping of members are rare in most of these cooperating
groups.

2. There are only a few cases in which the crew of a boat are mainly
composed of patrilineal kin.

3. Affines are also mobilized only in limited cases.

4. Most cooperative work is done by members of several kin groups.

5. The core of the grouping is of the same age stratum.,

6. The kye cover only part of the households in the village.

7. Reshuffling of groups often happens which reflects the fluid nature
of the interpersonal relationship of members. :

So, we may conclude that subsistence and kye groups are composed
by several principles reflecting the position of individual members at one
time point. They choose and manipulate some connections out of their own
human resources.
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