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The Ancestral Tablets among the Puyuma - — ... oo

This paper discusses how one of aborignal groups in Taiwan have
introduced the custom of worshipping ancestors by ancestral tablets from
their Chinese neighbors. Since the data were collected in 1968 and 1983,
we can also notice some of the process of its change.

The major findings are as follows:

1. In 1968 a quarter of the Puyuma living in the R village were worship-
ping their ancestors in a way similar to the Chinese by using the same
kind of tablets, incense etc. However the social relations between the
ancestors and descendants were completely different.

a. The generation of ancestors as shown on the tablets was shallow,
covering less than a few generations, and reflecting their recent introduction
of the tablet system.

b. More than a third of the talbets included ancestors of inmarrying
members. This led to the worship of plural tablets on the same altar.
Sometimes, tablets were only for the ancestors of inmarrying members
while there were no tablets devoted to the ancestors of their spouses.

c. There was no clear principle concerning who take over the tablets.
Sometimes it was decided by the divination of ancestors who had afflicted
their descendants with a sudden illness.

d. The inmarrying members often returned to their natal households
to take part in the ritual of worshipping the ancestors by tablets.

These features reflect their traditional concepts of descent.

2. In 1983 a new tendency has been found.

a. More villagers have become worshippers of the ancestral tablets.
Only the protestant Christians reject this custom.

b. The ancestors of inmarrying members are worshipped less fre-
quently at the altar of the household into which their descendants married.
Most of plural tablets include the names of inmarrying members them-
selves rather than of the latters’ ancestors.

c. The generation depth is almost the same as 15 years ago, which
means the ancestors of the top generation are going to be forgotten from
the memories of the villagers as the generation passes.

d. The practice of duplicating or copying the tablets for newly divided
households is less frequently practised than among the Chinese.

e. Economic stability resulting from the recent industrialization might
be one of the major factors which have accelerated the introduction of the
ancestral tablets in Chinese style.

In spite of these tendencies toward sinicization, the content of the
Puyuma’s worship still retains its traditional concept of descent, that is,
the ambilineal principle of tracing their ancestors.
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