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The Solidarity of a Fishing Village, Tongp’o on the East Coast of Korea——

This paper discusses the features of a Korean village solidarity comparing
them with those of a Japanese village.

Major findings are as follows:
1. Though fishermen belong to the lower rank in the Korean traditional
hierarchy of social status, the villagers nonethless try to conform to the
Confucian ideal. Seventy-seven out of one hundred households are divided
into 15 patrilineal groups. :
2. They move their houses within the village very frequently. On the
average, one family live in a house for only about 15 years. One of the
reasons for this change of houses seems to be their belief that their luck
is associated with the houses they live in. This fluidity makes it impossible
to keep up a long continuing exchange of goods and labour with neighbours
as is often found in Japanese villages.
3. Only 22.7% of the marriages are from couples within the village which
is a low figure for multilineage villages. The marriage area extends about
15km on the coast line from Tongp’o. We find a considerable number of
cases of uxorilocal residence of marriage by which a husband moves into
the village of his wife. This may cause the formation of new patrilineal
groups in the village after several generations.
4. In spite of these divisive and fluid conditions, the solidarity of the village
seems as strong as a Japanese village. In the course of discussions at village
meetings, and in ordinal talks with the Japanese case which stresses harmony
of groups, difference of opinions are presented to the public. This method
seems to be a necessary procedure to get their consensus.
5. The solidarity of the villagers might also be supported by their belief
in the village god and by their control of the common village paddy land
and of rights to gather seaweed and shells.
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