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Bon Festival Dance and Age Grade System of a Fishing Village of Tsushima
Island (2) S B

Continued from the last paper in Vol. 57.

The third chapter concerns the traditional village organization. The age
grade principles are clearly reflected in the ranking system of the offices,
in the management of village meetings and in the mobilization for com-
munal works. The work team is composed of the youngest males of each
household who were admitted as Bon dancers. The village head, usually
in his mid thirties, represents and administers the community with the
advice of his seniors.

The fourth chapter analyzes the data on the retiring (inkyo) system
within the household. Parents move to a detached house or room (yoma)
for the old, when their successors get to the age of maturity so as to be
able to manage the fe by themselves. The old couple have an independent
household by cooking and cultivating their own share, though the household
is officially regarded as a part of the ie of the successor. One feature of
the system in this village lies in the long period in which the two couples
live together as one household and in the fact that the focus of the ie is
always on the couple of the youngest generation.

The fifth chapter takes up some of the life cycle rituals which have to
do with age grade principles.

In the sixth chapter the following points are noted as the features of
the age grade system in this village.

1) All age organizations are limited within the confines of the village.

2) There are two lines of grade systems. One is for the Bon dance

and the other is for village administration.

3) Most of the grades are not based according to a fixed age.

4) But they are based according to the relative age order.

§) The responsibility for management lies, not in the elders, but in
the middle age span of the organization. This unique feature is found also
in some other parts of Japan and in the coastal Ami of Taiwan.

In the “afterwords” section of this article, the utility of some anthro-
pological concepts to data on Japanese age organization collected mainly by
folklorists is pointed out.
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