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On Apparent Movement (I)—A Phenomenological Study——

It is well known that apparent movement phenomenon is the funda-
mental process for the formation of moving image in cinema, TV., etc.;
but the mechanism of perceptual processes that cause this phenomenon has
not been explained scientifically.

In this research, by the observation of several verv simple angular
distributions (Fig. 12-15), the author found the following two points. (1)
Although stimulus figure is presented two-dimensionally, the path of the
apparent movement is perceived tridimensionally. This has not been ex-
plained by any hitherto held third dimensional perceptual theory. (2) As
a determinant of the shape of the seen path, the function of the subjective
factor is undeniable.

The factors that determine the path of apparent movement are divided
into the next two groups. (1) Stimulus distribution factors: proximity,
similarity, good continuation, closure, good configuration and uniform des-
tiny. These six factors coincide with Wertheimer's factors of grouping
which he applied to the case of statical stimulus situation. (2) Subjective
factors: attitude and experience.
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