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Stage Scenery

Stage scenery plays an important role in the understanding of drama.
In what way, then, should the mutual relationship between drama and stage
scenery be affirmed and validated ?

The audience gathers in the place where the drama is to be enacted,
each person with his or her own private expectations. The stage, as the
place upon which such expectations are concentrated, may be compared to
a powerful magnetic field charged with a force of attraction. In other
words, the stage first gives meaning to itself, and then to everything else
in the vicinity. The scenery of the stage is a composite of various forms
of reality present in this magnetic field. If, therefore, an inquiry were to
be made into the meaning of each of these separate forms, an answer
should be available and forthcoming in every instance. This particular
nature of stage scenery (which is not to be considered as issuing of itself
out of the dramatic text),  will be further elucidated if we presuppose its
particular nature, and then proceed to observe the interrelationship between
dramatist, producer and audience.

The meaning inherent in the dramatic theme is conceptual; stage scenery
is concrete. The producer and audience seek the union and harmony of
the conceptual and concrete that they see before them, but it is virtually
impossible to completely bridge the gap between the two. It is there, in
the gap, that a meaning which transcends the dramatist’s intentions enters in.

The realistic theatre of modern Europe has tried as far as possible to
prevent the entry of such a transcendental nature. But in not a few of
the plays of the Japanese traditional theatre, such an entry has been skil-
fully employed to broaden and give an added dimension to the dramatic
world presented.

I have, in this essay, confirmed the fact that the fundamental character
of stage scenery is such that it provides for the entry of a transcendental
nature, and have suggested that this particular character acts both negatively
and positively. )
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