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How Takizawa Bakin sold his collection

Takizawa Bakin, a famous novelist in nineteenth-century Japan, sold his
entire collection to his friends after he turned seventy. This collection included
his writings and manuscripts. He received a large sum of money for this
collection and bought his grandson the position of a low-ranking samurai for
Tokugawa Shogun, the most powerful ruler of Japan.

Bakin was a samurail of the lower class, but he renounced this status to
be a writer. His son, a doctor, became a samurai in service of the elder lord of
the Matsumae clan, but he passed away. Bakin then bought the position of a
low-ranking samurai for his grandson.

Bakin was old, his eyesight was failing, and he had lost the spirit to read.
Further, his grandson did not enjoy reading. When he sold his collection, he
was dejected and he missed it immensely.
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