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The Cult of the Ancestors in Taiwan
Continued fron the last paper in Vol. 50 —
The third and fourth chapters deal with the theme of the
cult of the ancestors on the domestic level. Major points are
as follows:

1. The boundary of domestic cult and extra domestic cult
is not so clearly demarcated as M. Freedman (1958) suggests,
since both are continuous inbetween even though they are
contrastive in their extremities. For example, there is a
compound hall, the functions of which are almost identical
to those of an ancestral hall.

2. All of the ancestors on the ancestral tablet are not neces-
sarily worshipped on their anniversary of death. The list
of death date is important material to check who are actually
worshipped.

3. When we consider the relations of the three categories
of gods, ghosts, and ancestors, the newly dead ancestors
should not be neglected, since they fall in between remoter
ancestors and ghosts in their ritual treatment.

4. The souls of employees have been worshipped in a com-
pound by the descendants of the employer, because they
came with the founding ancestor of the compound from the
mainland China and contributed much to its development.
It is interesting to note that they are treated ritually as
the same category as anonymous ghosts, even though
their names are still memorized.

5. We find different patterns in the grouping of households
within the compound according to the occasions of worship-
ping. Households of the compound are divided into two
or four groups when they worship gods or ghosts, while
kitchen gods and gods of the grounds are worshipped by
individual household. When the ancestral tablet is wor-
shipped, all households gather to the compound hall.

The fifth chapter compares these features with those of
other Chinese communities.
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