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A Reading of Paradise Lost (II)

The scenes of Books I and II of Paradise Lost are set in Hell, which is an
appropriate place to represent the condition of the human world. However,
only angels are depicted in this Hell. Judging from the typological view-point
of the poem, these fallen angels are regarded as the types of fallen men and
women who live on the Earth after their Expulsion from Paradise.
Additionally, these fallen men and women are prey to all kinds of fierce
maladies, and can only pray for salvation from their present predicament.

In Book III, their prayers are answered. The dialogue between God and
the Son is mainly about the redemption of man. This portion, considered to
contain the most sublime lines in the poem, expresses the most significant
biblical message in its full form. In the Bible, God said to Abraham, T am the
Almighty God;...and be thou perfect. (Gen.17:1). “Almighty” and “perfect” are
the principal key-words necessary to explain the reason why there must be
the Cross of Jesus Christ in Christianity. Book III contains the promise---
unknown to man---of his redemption between God and the Son in Heaven. The
process in which the promise is delivered to man is depicted in Books XI and
XII, in both of which the order of “first,” “second,” and “last” is important.
The order in Book XI and Book XII is Adam, Noah, and Christ; and Abraham,
David, and Christ, respectively, although the name “Christ” does not appear in
this great Christian epic.
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Man therefore shall find grace;
The other, none. In mercy and justice both,
Through Heaven and Earth, so shall my glory excel,

But mercy, first and last, shall brightest shine.
I11. 131-134.
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grace: 11.a. The free and unmerited favour of God as manifested in the salvation of sinners and bestowing
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Father, thy word is passed, Man shall find grace;

He (i.e. Man) her Q. e. grace) aid
Can never seek, once dead in sins and lost;
Atonement for himself, or offering meet,
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring.
Behold me, then: me for him, life for life,
I offer; on me let thine anger fall;
Account me Man: I for his sake will leave

Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee
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Freely put off, and for him lastly die
Well pleased; on me let Death wreak all his rage:....
II1. 227-241.
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His crime makes guilty all his sons; thy merit,

Imputed, shall absolve them who renounce

Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds,

And live in thee transplanted, and from thee

Receive new life. I11. 290-294.
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Forsake me not thus, Adam! witness Heaven
915 What love sincere and reverence in my heart
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended,
Unhappily deceived! Thy suppliant
I beg and clasp thy knees; bereave me not,
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid,
920 Thy counsel in this uttermost distress,
My only strength and stay: forlorn of thee,
Whither shall I betake me, where subsisit?
While yet we live, scarce one short hour perhaps,
Between us two let there be peace; both joining,
925 As joined in injuries, one enmity
Against a foe by doom express assigned us,
That cruel Senpent. On me exercise not

Thy hatred for this misery befallen;
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On me already lost, me than thyself
930 More miserable. Both have sinned; but thou
Against God only; I against God and thee,
And to the place of judgment will return,
There with my cries importune Heaven, that all
The sentence, from thy head removed, may light
935 On me, sole cause to thee of all this woe,
Me, me only, just object of His ire,

X. 914-936
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Far less I now lament for one whole world
Of wicked sons destroyed, than I rejoice
For one man found so perfect and so just,
That God vouchsafes to raise another world

From him, and all his anger to forget.
X1. 874-878
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A Son, the Woman’s Seed to thee foretold,
Foretold to Abraham, as in whom shall trust
All nations, and to kings foretold, of kings
The last, for of his reign shall be no end.
X1I. 327-330

oK

But first a long succession must ensue;
And his next son, for wealth and wisdom famed,...

XII. 331-332.
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The law of God exact he shall fulfil

Both by obedience and by love, though love
Alone fulfil the law; thy punishment

He shall endure, by coming in the flesh

To a reproachful life and cursed death,
Proclaiming life to all who shall believe

In his redemption, and that his obedience
Imputed becomes theirs by faith; his merits

To save them, not their own, though legal, works.

X1II. 402-410.
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So in his seed all nations shall be blest. XII. 450.

A BN 30 200° G EONNEE S ) L K EIEM A9 2° ‘hig’ BN N £ 308007 NN £ < QB3 QMK
EOoMPRDPBY HEBEQ NN N S QUIS QMK (the sons/Of Abraham’s faith, XTI, 448-449) | MH QRS RE
{REOKZOL VS0 Dless’ R [BVHEL0 | L OFKM S 01T 4ol 28 42°

WO QY BRKVHIEERIEV WR IO N2 Y QEED- ORI WY M#ov H K Q&0
6 O VIR R w107 TRKEE] Q3D ¢ — - —"n i NRRXEE RHMS MEmMo | WML

9 QRH0°

DT H X BE 000 L WIDO L [ H KB4 K2 090 ] 7 WAKIWIR® Wi v H KX
ByBP<LEer oS o<y EQEN EQNLV 0N @RI 0Q oML 018007 1) QRE
B AW Va0 42 Q Ko

WIHPRH =X ES [BIERIE] Ve 307 R-1 1§07 [HEKNE | Qe 2 [OERIE] VE (0RO OLIS°
DI00R LT LR L2 0 W 2RI HE D EH 1 500 O ROV B90ER” W UDKE P v E IR N
4 IR OKEK 1 501000 ¢ a0 TR Q FEINI-U O HE O W 20e° v Oy H K QEHAOEIEK 0 Q7 430 L - IR
- KEKORL R RO B L -S4 r0°

QM- H X« 4= X £ QEEHMN I e ¢ SR B-& LB Q RBE" [H#E -2 (lucre and ambition,

[o2]
(3¢



ERILA—ES

XIL 51D ] YV 0&e” [N FEHE00 (names/Places, and titles, XIL. 515-516) | 38T Q &ZKg 12 5350 60 1 B
on0 [0 (wolves, XII. 508) | (BHERICHI [OFLED) RERLLN° R Ly jm_,_m&ﬂaﬁﬁmzi and Truth, XIL.
533) ] (m {xEIF) U0 0 VEWH 0 ¢ W QI L IR O WV E O S IR Q1) e

BAEL 0 [EQM] P80 AT 0 LRI RS VRO L0 S 2° HEP Qi o -oREE 4 0 17 it
KO O~ BTN (V4830 A S0 I8 80 1)U L4 O 07 KRG 00 S Y S o N RS 0L Y S 00000 12 4

P ag 020 | HER St [EIv 000U (115) 2246 0 VHEv 8 0 20 [0480°

(thow) hast been found
By merit more than birthright Son of God——
Found worthiest to be so by being good,
Far more than great or high; because in thee
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds;
Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt
With thee thy manhood also to this throne:...
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