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Polity and Religion in the Thought of Motoori"Norinaga
(1730-1801) :
This essay deals with Motoori Norinaga’s views on social
and political problems of his day as related with his religious
thought of the Ancient Way. A significant characteristic of
his socio-political ideas is found in his emphasis upon the
twofold relationship between kemi (rulers above) and shimo
(people below). According to Norinaga, all political decision
making and administration are the business of kemi, and as
such they are totally in the hands of kami and essentially
beyond the shimo’s reach. Shkimo or the “people below” should
follow the orders of the kami, good or evil, without self-
assertion and do their best in their own duties, At the same
time, however, Norinaga stresses on the necessity of the
benevolence on the side of kemi. For him, the merciful
attitude of kami toward skimo is the primary and essential
requirement for solving various social problems.

It is striking that Norinaga’s idea of the relationship
between kami and skimo can be seen as parallel to his notion
of the relationship between kami (deity) and man, Norinaga
says, “Every thing and event in heaven and earth is due to
the will of kami (deity).” Good and evil, blessing and dis-
aster, are not necessarily in accordance with human reason.
It is quite wrong for man to interfere the divine providence
with his limited intelligence. On the other hand, Norinaga
insists on intimate continuity between kami and man in spite
of their differences. He stresses the mercy of kami rather
than their righteousness. With all their inscrutability, kami,
especially the sun-goddess Amaterasu, are kind-hearted, toler-
ant, and merciful to human beings.

In my judgment, this twofold notion of the kami-man
relationship seems to underlie Norinaga’s view of and attitude
toward social and political problems in which the relations
between kami (rulers above) and shimo are at stake. Although
Norinaga was opposed to the etymological identification of
kami (deity) and kami (above), there is a significant com-
patibility between kami relative to man and kemi relative to
shimo, in terms of the basic structure of Norinaga’'s identity
and thought.
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