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Saisuke Yamamura and Early Studies of Eu-
ropean History in Japan: A Study of His Book,
Seiyo Zatsuki

Seiyd Zatsuki (Notes on European History),
written in 1801 by a warrior of Tsuchiura by
the name of Saisuke Yamamura (1770-1807),
was the first book written on European history
during the period when Christianity was banned
from Japan. It gives an account of the creation
of the world according to the order stated in
the Book of Genesis in the Old Testament, and
it considers the year of the birth of Christ as
the year of the restoration of Europe, and there-
fore Christ as the Lord of restoration. These
points are significant in that such ideas influ-
enced many scholars that followed and the books
written later on this subject all took in these
ideas. This paper is a study on how the stories
of the Old Testament and the accounts of the
life of Christ were already being taught widely
through the manner of European history even
60 years before any Christian missionary arrived
in Japan after the opening of her country.
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