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An Experimental Study of ‘Subjective Contour™
by the Measurement of Field Strength

I. A brief review of main studies on
Kanizsa’s “subjective contour” phenomena: it
seemed that although Kanizsa’s patterns are
presented in two-dimensional set-up, all these
figures are perceived three dimensionally and

this depth perception results in subjective con-
tour. But, there are so little theoretical bases
that it is necessary to get more experimental
facts about these phenomena.

II. Experimental results: the author ex-
amines about Kanizsa’s pattern by way of
measuring the threshold-value of a projected
light spot on the neighbouring field to a figure
drawn in Indian ink, on the surface of white
paper screen. The data indicated a line shaped
“high threshold area” which coincides with the
subjective contour. The author considers that
this high threshold effect is resulted by the
interaction of the stimulus figures (black cir-
cular sector) of four corners. But the author
finds no difference of the threshold-value be-
tween inside and outside of this contour of
which Coren et al., had already found.
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