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The Cult of the Ancestors in Taiwan - . — o mmemens P
This paper discusses how the Chinese commemorate and worship their
ancestors. The data are based on field work of four months’ stay in 1976
and 1977 in a district of Central Taiwan.
The first two chapters deal with the theme of the common property
of lineage and ancestral hall. Major points are as follows:

1.

In 1920’s nearly half of the cultivated land were devoted to the
lineage land for ancestor worship. The land was of use in the mainte-
nance of the scholarships for higher examination and in the perform-
ance of large scale rites for ancestors. The most important function
of the lineage land, however, was to secure for the poor lineage
members to cultivate the land at the rent so low as two thirds of
the ordipal rate. With this advantage the Hsiao lineage members
gathered to live in this district and could win the struggle for ex-
istence against other lineages.

The common land was founded for various levels of segments of the
lineage. Examples of segmentation in this district seem to support
Freedman’s hypothesis of unequal segmentation in Chinese lineage.

The segmentation follows the pattern similar to that of the lineage
in the homeland of the mainland. So the lineage in Taiwan might
be compared to a cutting which has a parent plant in the mainland
and shows some similar characteristics in the process of growth.

4. The lineage land began to decline with the advent of Japanese

administration. The major cause of this may be found in the change
of managing system. Previously each segment of the lineage took
the responsibility of managing the common land in rotation, but
later under the Japanese administration a manager came to be chosen
as legal representative of the land organization. Many conflicts arose
between the manager and other lineage members who consider his
treatment of lineage property as corruption. During the last two
decades of Japanese administration, the amount of lineage land de-
creased to a fifth. The land reform after the Second World War gave
a heavy blow to the lineage land not only through the direct influence
but also through the loss of the merit of maintaining the lineage land.

The ancestral hall is constructed to stress the independence and the
solidarity of the segment against others. Rituals performed there also
have much to do with the enhancement of the prestige. The strenth
of reverence of the remote ancestors at the hall level is not so strong
as to assure the continuance of the rituals even after the loss of the

common property.
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