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The Theme and Structure of Lycidas————

Lycidas, ‘the most perfect long short poem .

in the English language’ (M. Nicolson), consists
of three parts exclusive of the prologue and
the epilogue. This triple structure resembles
the three flights of an ascending spiral staircase.
When the poet has climbed a flight, he invokes
the muses as if to calm his beating heart. Since
muses vary in character, the three parts, re-
flecting those who are invoked, differ from each
other. However, the landscape that the mind
sees as it ascends, remains the same but ac-
quires a higher perspective in an ontological
sense of the word.

Part T (/. 15-84) treats of the poet as a
shepherd, describing his happy Arcadian past
beautifully, but within the framework of death.
Part II (/. 85-131) treats of the shepherd as
a guardian of his flock, a priest; and it mourns
for the lonely present, deprived of his presence.
‘Whereas Part I relates to ‘nature,’ Part II re-
lates to ‘society’; and while Part I deals with
‘aesthetic existence” and Part II with ‘ethical
existence,” Part III (/. 132-185) deals with
‘religious existence,” This last part treats of
Lycidas’ future in which he is welcomed into
the world of ‘grace,” and resurrected for all
time as a patron saint of seafarers.

The above analysis suggests that the theme
of Lycidas is not limited in scope to the death
of a friend, much less to the poet’s personal
anxiety about his nearing ‘grand tour’ of Italy.
The analysis suggests that the theme implies
the destiny of a poet-priest; of man himself.
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o o e Hell at last,
Yawning, received them whole, and on them closed ; ~P.L. VI 874-75.
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The Air was-calm, ... J. 98.
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