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The tragic atmosphere

A play is enacted on the stage in a definite framework of time and
space. So it has naturally a certain beginning and a definite finish which
makes the play (or more exactly the mythos of the play) disclose its full
meaning. The function of the beginning, it is usually said, lies in its quick
informing of the place, time and persons of the play.

However, it is beyond doubt that from the moment the curtain rises,
at times even before the first words are uttered by the characters on stage,
the audience at the theatre is, as it were, seized or possessed by a particular
sense of anticipation. And the mood thus created influences the spectator’s
evaluation of the play as a whole. What, then, is the relationship between
this mood and the meaning of the play in its entirety ?

It was M. Heidegger (d. May, 1976) who played a decisive role in
clarifying the true nature, or essence, of human mood. He irrefutably
verified and clarified the cognitive function of mood. 1 believe that his
insight was a true and valid oné, and affirm his theory concerning the
penetrating quality of the opening mwod’s cognitive function.

The mythos reenacted before the eyes of the spectators is more than
mere informational knowledge to be grasped as such by the audience. At
the root of the phenomenon that the play proves its continuity by drawing
in the audience each time it is repeated on stage, lies the fact that it acts
as a concrete, fragmentary piece, which, at each performance places the
audience in touch with a cosmic, transcendental order difficult to perceive
in daily life. It is mood which makes possible an approach to an ephemeral
reality which eludes conceptualization. But mwood vacillates in response to
the changing spectacle. It is the orientation of this vacillating mood in a
given direction to the very end of the fore-mentioned disclosure which is
determined by the impression made at the opening curtain. It can be said
that whether the meaning intended by the playwright will be recreated on
stage or not will depend largely on this initial mood.

It is a fact that all the tragedies which have weathered the test of
historical time and come to be known as masterpieces have of themselves
contributed to a common understanding of the tragic atmosphere created
at the curtain’s opening. Such a fact would seem to support the credibility
of what I have presented in this article.
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