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Riegl’s Perspective of Art History

Alois Riegl (1858-1905) has been noted as one of the most profound art
historians. In demonstrating the characteristics of his method, his masterpiece
may be the famous “Spidtrémische Kunstindustrie” (1901). Why did Riegl
select this unpopular period of “Late Roman” from the whole span of art
history? Riegl grasped the most important significance of this period in his
perspective of world history——that 1is, alternation of those two great
civilizations. The nations that for a thousand and more years had led the
development of civilization were about to renounce their positions; in their
place several other nations moved for another thousand years up to the
present day. And every piece of artworks in the period shines out suddenly in
this vast persuasive perspective.

Having examined the conclusion of the above-mentioned book (in volume
113 of this publication), as a sequence of the same effort, I now take up its
introduction. And, in order not to miss any detail in his reasoning, I have
translated the whole into Japanese here.

The original text is as follows:
Einleitung, in: Alois Riegl, Spitromische Kunstindustrie. Wien (1901) 2.
Auflage, 1927. S. 1-22.
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