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A Reading of Paradise Lost

As his lifework, Milton tried to write a great work expressing Christian
truth with the highest beauty attainable in poetry, which he realized in
Paradise Lost. Therefore, Paradise Lost represents the whole world as is
portrayed in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, that is the world of whole
time and space. Consequently, the work can only be considered an epic. Unlike
the Bible, Paradise Lost begins in medias res with a scene of hell, maintaining
epic decorum, although creation is one of its main themes.

Paradise Lost consists of twelve books, of which the first half discusses
the world before the birth of man, and presents the situation where Adam
and Eve are to be placed. The first chapter of the paper is entitled “the
magnetic field of super-natural powers,” in which Good and Evil strive against
each other over human beings. Satan is the most important hero, whose
relation with other fallen angels is an analogy of the human society. Abdiel
should be noticed as an exemplary type of Adam. “Pride” is the cause of
rebellion both for the fallen angels and human beings, whereas “thunder” is
the voice of judgment and the weapon of banishment. The war in heaven
during three days represents all types of battles experienced in human
history. The invention of the cannon leads to the destruction of the natural
environment.

Two chapters will be published in the following issues. The theme of the
second chapter is God’s love and justice. In the third chapter, human relations
are discussed.
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Or tilting furniture, emblazoned shields,
Impresses gaint, caparisons and steeds,
Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous knights

At joust and tournament. . . . 1X. 33-37
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What though the field be lost?

All is not lost; the unconquerable will,

And study of revenge, immortal hate,

And courage never submit or yield. . . . 1. 105-108.
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with his words

All seemed well pleased; all seemed, but were not all. V. 616-617.
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