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Japanese Public Signs for Roads and Stations

Besides kanji, hiragana and Roman characters with long vowel signs (macrons) are
used in station name signs. Conversely, road signs only have Roman characters
(English transliterations) without macrons. In this study, we clarify the historical
background of these differences, noting that GHQ directives after World War II and
the adoption of modified Hepburn Romanization shaped these characteristics.
Considering the current situation of foreign residents in Japan, we can say that these
station name signs are superior.
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