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Life as Work (ceuvre) : Theory of Action and Narrative in Ricaur and
Arendt

Language and social action are connected in contemporary social
theories after the so-called “linguistic turn.” The dichotomy between subject
and structure is bridged by the concepts of medium such as language games,
speech act, communicative act, discourse and so on.

In this article, I shall attempt a reflection on the theory of narrative and
action by Ricceur and Arendt. First, the outlines of their theories shall be
described. Then Ricceur’s concepts of ceuvre and action are compared with
Arendt's concepts of work and action. It is certain that the small gap
between the two theorists should not be neglected, but Ricceur’s framework
is more comprehensive than Arendt's. In the latter, a clear distinction is
made between work and action. Because of this schism, she had to appeal to
narrative on the level of action, although narrative can be seen as a kind of
work. On the other hand, work and action are in circular relationships from
the beginning in Ricceur's thought. His conception of social action as text, a
kind of work, could give birth to the theory of narrative as mimesis of
action.

However, one cannot dismiss Arendt's contribution to Ricceur’s
philosophy. Only in the light of Arendt's argument can the political
implication of narrative be recognized. Especially, what is important is that,
according to Arendt, the demise of public sphere and narrative action in
modernity leads to the loss of the uniqueness of one’s person."l‘his would
make clear the historical significance of the narrative theory in recent years.
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