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Scandals in Ogai's Masui [Hypnotism] : From the Viewpoints of Adultery,
Narration and Intertextuality

We can read Mori Ogai’s novel Masui (1909) as a peculiar adultery story.
The hero suspects his wife of having had a physical involvement with an-
other man under hypnosis.This accident makes the hero notice that there is
no assurance whether the baby in her belly is certainly his own child. As we
can see, this recognition shakes the foundation of the national system, espe-
cially the civil law (the hero's field of specialization),

We readers can realize the narrator is unreliable when he narrates the
last part of this novel. However his unreliability is a strategy that urges us
to consider the problem about adultery and chastity. The narrator also
suggests that the hero will get “some comfort” tomorrow, through reading a
drama, Tantris der Narr. Following this instruction, we refer to the drama,
and find different human relations without any “comfort” there. This is the
narrator’s strategy, too.

We can compare Masui with the contemporary feminists’ (Seito school) dis-
course on chastity. They envisaged a woman as a subject, whose mind and
body are unified. In Masui, the wife’s situation is reversed, because of hypno-
sis. Hypnotism breaks up human identity and autonomy. The title Masui (mea-
ning devil's/magic sleep) is based on this uncanny situation.
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Damals so leichte Arbeit nur gewesen!

Nun seht, ihr Herren, wie es kam : starr zwischen

Ihren getrennten Leibern lag ein Schwert,

Das scharfe Schwert Morholms - - - ich tauscht es leise
Fir meines aus und weinte wie ein Narr

Ob ihrer Keuschheit!
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