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The Household Religious Rituals in Early 19th Century Edo:
As Recorded in the Gesshin and Bakin Family Journals

Saitou Gesshin, a precinct leader and municipal functionary, and Takizawa
Bakin, an outstanding novelist, were both well-known Edo figures of the day. Both
were also dedicated diarists, their journals providing us with informative historical
records of the daily family life in Edo.

This paper focuses in particular on the festival and worship activities in the
daily lives of the two families, such as the memorial services for ancestors, visits
to their graves, the festivals for the popular household deities, the worship at
shrines and temples for good health and fortune.

Gesshin emphasizes the pleasures of visiting shrines and temples, his especial
favorite being the entertainments for the festive period when Buddhist images were
ceremonially exhibited. Bakin and his family faithfully observed rituals of worship
for such household deities as the Stars, Daikokuten, Inari, Koushin, and Benzaiten.
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