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The First Japanese Translation of Frankenstein in the Mid-Meiji Era: Identifying
the Base Text
The first Japanese translation of Mary Shelley’'s Frankenstein was “Atarashiki

Zoubutsu-sha” (“The New Creator”), serialised in the magazine Kuni no Motoi
[Foundation of the Nation] from June 1889 to March 1890. Questions on the translation
abound, starting with its unidentified translator and its unexpected curtailment. This
paper addresses two essential questions surrounding “Atarashiki Zoubutsu-sha.” The
first question is why Frankenstein was chosen for translation. Shelley’'s novel was
“almost completely out of print” in the 1850s through 1870s, and her literary reputation
was not established until the late twentieth century. The second question is which
edition and which text the translator used. This paper will examine how the popularity
of Shelley’s text survived and prospered in mid- to late-nineteenth-century England
thanks to stage adaptations and cheap editions aimed to enlighten the lower-middle
and working classes. It will also demonstrate that Routledge’'s World Library (RWL)
edition of Frankenstein was likely the base text for “Atarashiki Zoubutsu-sha” by
focusing on the cuts and other changes made in the translated text. The paper also
includes a brief discussion of its unidentified translator.
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