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Enactment of the Constitution of the Republic of China and the
local administration system

In 1912, immediately after its birth, the Republic of China (ROC) enacted the
‘Provisional Constitution of the Republic of China’, and the following year it commenced

‘Constitutional Rule’ through the Parliament, consisting of House of Representative and
Senate. As the Provisional Constitution was temporary, a formal constitution would
have to be endorsed to validate the Constitutional Rule. The ensuing political events,
however, frustrated the process and it was not until 1946 that the ROC Constitution
was ratified and enforced.

Studies on ROC'’s Constitution and Constitutional Rule have largely focused on issues
concerning human rights, separation of authoritative powers and political participation
of the populace. The last problem, the political participation of the populace, has mainly
been approached in regards to the people’s actual participation in national government
and few studies have paid attention to local governmental systems concerning
provincial autonomy. However, in a country as large as China which consists of over
twenty provinces, local administrative units are considered sizeable social entities, and
how to rule them is a matter of significant political concern. Further, what needs to
also be contemplated is the guaranteed participation by the people in local government
as a basic human right.

This paper examines the ways in which the local government system, and people’s
participation in it, was handled through the process of deliberation and enactment of
the Constitution and its equivalent laws in the ROC. It then considers some
characteristics of the ROC’s Constitutional Rule.
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