Kzl e [=-HE] 1 R



“Bushido” of Kanzo Uchimura

From the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century, the
importance of “Bushido”—the Samurai spirit—was emphasized by many Japanese
Christian leaders of the Meiji era. But the trend was criticized bitterly by many
thinkers. They said that Christian’s “Bushido” did not fit actual history. These
criticisms are appropriate, but it is also important to think about why Japanese
Christian leaders emphasized the Samurai spirit, even though they were Christians.
For this paper, I chose the “Bushido” of Kanzo Uchimura (1861-1930), —a
representative of the Christian leaders of the Meiji era—, and tried to think about it.

Uchimura called himself “a son of a samurai”. In fact, at the end of the Tokugawa
period, he was born of a clansman of the Takasaki clan. But he was born at the end of
the Samurai era. Therefore, he could not work as part of the warrior class. He was
then educated at a new government college of for modern science at the beginning of
the Meiji era.

He did not live the actual Samurai life, but he believed that he had the Samurai
spirit. He chose virtues from his own experiences and knowledge of the Samurai that
were morally suitable from his Christian view point. It was his “Bushido”. He tried to
“graft” the Christian faith on it.

He believed that “Bushido” was a kind of morality, and morality itself was not a
religion, therefore, people could not be religious by being moral. One of the most
important tenets of Christianity is the consciousness of sin—the limitations of human
moralistic ability awoke mankind to a sense of sin. Uchimura considered “Bushido” to
be the morality that was leading the Japanese people to become conscious of sin, while
at the same time, leading them to God’'s love and the Christian faith. For this, he
preached the need for “Bushido”.
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