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A Comparative Study of Adult Concepts Between Japan and the U, S, ——

The purpose of the study was to examine the characteristics of Japanese .
concepts for adults. The first hypothesis was that the Japanese would not
have clear criteria for “a good adult”. A comparative study of late
adolescents and young adults in Japan was conducted, using a measurement
scale which was developed based on the results of a pilot study on criteria
for “a good adult”. The participants consisted of Japanese college students
and Japanese singles in their twenties. The results indicated that, contrary to
the hypothesis, they had clear concepts for adults. As for comparing
Japanese and U. S. college students, the latter defined the following four
criteria for adults: 1) financial independence; 2) care-taking independence;
3) mental independence; and 4) the state of being thoughtful. However, the
Japanese had much broader conditions in addition to the above four criteria.
Based on these findings, the study examined the psycho-social issues regarding
the transition to adulthood among Japanese and U. S. late adolescents.

key words : adult concepts, independence from parents, transition to
adulthood, cultural comparison '
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NoORREHES 3, '
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Table 1 AKA#HSTHE

(P Pz A SDIER, M i3 Moore (1987) DHEAHETLz 4D, N i3t
MOBRFT L AR L)

HH

ERZ b >TW3 (One must have a steady job) M
BELTWS (One must be married.) M
$iTHs (F#%Eb->TWVW3) (One must have children) M
EFEEFNCHILLTWS (One must be financially independent.) P
Ba% X {fl>TW3 (One must know oneself well.) P
HlEBENTEATVWS (One must live away from one’s parents.) M
PlomEE=R5Z &M TC%5 (One can look after one's parent.) P
FELER L2545 (One must be good at child-rearing) P
HMEIcAXZLTW2 (BATHRETEBHE)

(One must be mentally independent (e.g. one can make a decision.) .) M

10, REFMHICEESE S (One must be happily married) P

11. 5% TH 3 (One must be intelligent.) N

12. HEMEFREZFANTVLS (One must enjoy one’s sex life) N

13. BAOHEDEID DI EHNTES KPB, BEBRY)
(One must be able to take care of oneself (e.g. cooking, laundry,etc)) N

14, fIADC & %EZX 503 (One must have an empathy.) P

15. BARICHEEMNHETS (One must be responsible for one's action.) P

16. F#EEAVICT S (One makes much of one's family.) P

17, HAHINRREPELERIZES (One can perform social roles and
obligations.) P

18. {tHATE 3 (One must be able to do one’s work well) P

19, —ATbHHEESNS (One can live alone) N

20, B bHib3 (One must be thoughtful) P

2. Bolad ), ®olL& () #dH3
(As for a man, he has masculine qualities; As for a woman, she has
feminine qualities.) N

22, HMIRESIH5H B (One must be sexually attractive) P

23, Y—%¥—v 9 7HH35 (One must own a leadership.) P

24, BETHD (One must be modest) P

PPN DN

1) BXRANHE .
ETHEAOFHERREE, KFEEHLHELARICSHT T Table 2 iR
Lico COEMS, BEAIRE-TAAER, BLOTEEEBLEE
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Table 2 HAAD 2 BiHEL

HE KEE [n=100] | #&A [n=132] t 1
1, ER 3.73 (1.32) 3.58 (1.32) 0.86
2, fEiE 2.69 (1.48) 2.86 (1.40) 1.42
3. itdss | 3.15 (1.59) 3.04 (1.44) 0.56
4, BERBEY 4.44 (1.00) 4.57 (0.81) 1.06
5. BHE% _ 4.61 (0.72) 4.68 (0.69) 0.75
6. PiLBih 2.42 (1.22) 2.33 (1.25) 0.55
7. HOmEH 4.08 (1.05) 3.72 (1.13) 2.48*
8. FLoi 4.13 (1.03) 4,02 (1.03) 0.81
9, FEMWEMT 4,73 (0.71) 4.81 (0.49) 1.01
10, KiFAH 3.74 (1.21) 3.69 (1.20) 0.31
11, 5089 3.52 (1.15) 3.79 (1.08) 1.83
12, YEHIHETE 3.37 (1.16) 3.21 (1.24) 1.00
13, Ho[EDy 4,22 (1.06) 4.15 (1.04) 0.50
14, fAD 4.58 (0.71) 4.73 (0.52) 1.78
15, EAHEAE 4.77 (0.68) 4.92 (0.29) 2.07*
16, KA 4.51 (0.80) - 4.47 (0.88) 0.36
17, H&8H 4,57 (0.84) 4.63 (0.71) . '0.58
18, HEFTX 3.81 (1.16) 3.59 (1.15) 1.4
19, —A&E% 3.64 (1.37) 3.56 (1.32) 0.45
20, Huwpb 4.34 (0.91) 4.30 (0.99) 0.32
21, BsL 3.42 (1.16) 3.53 (1.16) 0.72
22, tEHIES 2.66 (1.14) 2.72 (1.15) 0.40
23, V—%— 3.30 (1.10) 3.34 (1.13) 0.27
24, WETH 3.47 (11D 3.47 (1.19) 0.00

HOER, () PRREREREE,  **.p<.0l *.p<.05
HETHEEZIONTVBRI ENbh 3, EHEM4 0 (PPTETS
3) DLomEHEROtHT S, 10THBS -1z Thoi3, B4 ER
FIcELTVS @RHAET), 13: 5OEY DI EMNTES (HUNH
), 9 BEMICHN LTV, 5: BA% L H-TW3, 15 BAK
BEEMRETS WBHNEL, 16 KEEZKUICT 3, 8: FELELCL
2505, 17T HRMLHBFORE R E2, 4 hADILEER
5h3, 20: BP0 NHsTE, Thot, FIEETHWVIEE (F
BEHMS ORI TEBLE VALV XVEETEW) I, THEH?2 6, 22
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DIFBIRT EIEh o1, TDEIIL, BEARRBWTAALR, #hd
BIALAFEU EOFEETH D, BADOI EETTRL, FE FE,
HEZ L THAZLBVRDE L > TEXDZIEMNTEBEETDH 3,
1B DEERIL, Figurel oLz kHic, KELE (FHEH19.7218)
EHESA (F25.298) BTIREAEEZNNL, HELMEYERARGHO
BEACE->TEHR—BLABRTHE I LMbh ot TOHER, = v
A S S EBERAS & S Ic B Ak, HERICRARIO BRAR,
PIEVEETHR—BLAAABSEZR TV A T EMTRBE N,

2) BAREE

Table 3, Figure 2 {3, HX2HBOHBDOERTH B, CTIRah
fekdic, BEALOHEBTHEXMICEREND 3, 72 Y HTIE, TE
TR G0k FEIZ, 9HEEH Y, HIE FEMEE PEns, F
EHEISLDFBIRNEREELINGLV, HEL SO @WoLlE) T
Bbdul, 6THHDATH oo TA VAT, KALR, TH4: F
BHICHILL, 13: SOWEILATE RELEELE), 9: FicH
MLESTHRETE, 5: BAE2LH->TVT, 15: BARIUE.RRFT,
Mo, 20 BOPOMNHIEETH S, HES 9, 151, [KWEKETO
BRMEIOHEEEELIONZDT, T4 ) AT, #HhS0RKMIEL
SAMEI, BRBEINTE, p2BEVPhE b -oTHNIE, KAES
ha T EMRENTI,

L LENSEETIE, ChoD6HEBOT A ) AEMRICEEL SIS
M, ¥oie, FEERTIIL, FELE2I LD, BADTZEEZEZD
h, HLHRRECRIEZRELERLTNITAALEBEZELOSNRTVOTH %,

3) {EEttDBRE |

oD UFBOARAMEREICHOWT, 7a—yv/Ny 720 a (&%
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Table 3 ' KAMEED HAH#K

IEH BA&A [n=232] | 749 A A [n=110] t {E

1. EER 3.65 (1.32) 3.76 (1.16) 0.75

2, B 2.79 (1.44) 1.72 (0.91) 8.34**
3. Bith 3 1 309 (1.48) 1.61 (0.88) 11.51**
4, B¥E 4,51 (0. 90) 4.02 (1.09) 4.10**
5. B4H13 4.65 (0.70) 4.32 (0.95) 3.24**
6, HEth 2.37 (1.23) 3.01 (1.27) 4.43**
7. FomEE 3.88 (1.11) 3.32 (1.09) 4.37**
8, FLo 4.07 (1.03) 2.59 (1.25) 10.76**
9, ¥thEIL 4.78 (0.60) 4,54 (0.69) 3.28**
10, FEAMiE 3.71 (1.20) 1.84 (1.08) 13.85**
11, &y 3.67 (1.12) 3.43 (1.22) 1.79

12, YERIETE 3.28 (1.20) 2,75 (1.33) 3.68**
13. oMby 4.18 (1.05) 4.44 (0.70) 2.70%*
14, ftbA® 4.67 (0.62) 3.70 (0.85) 10.62%*
15, HaHE "4.86 (0.50) 4.73 (0.62) 1.92

16, FEEAY 4.49 (0.84) 3.74 (0.96) 7.32%*
17, 123 4.61 (0.77) 3.99 (0.91) 6.17**
18, HEITX 3.68 (1.16) 3.92 (0.83) 2.19*
19, —A&EX 3.59 (1.34) 3.56 (1.12) 0.22

20, B 4,32 (0.95) 4.05 (0.83) 2.55*
21, BL&ol 3.48 (1.15) 2.43 (1.27) 7.60%*
22, eI 2.69 (1.15) 1.79 (1.06) 6.93**
23, V) —=%— 3.32 (L.11) 2.87 (1.30) 3.13**
24, HETH 3.47 (1.15) 2.75 (1.27) 5.23%*
B, () PIRERZ, —p.<.01 *.p.<.05

I3, a=.886, 7TA Y AT, a=.869TdhH, ﬁlfébmb‘{:ﬁﬁm&b
N7z,

4) BFAOER
ERARORICNY 7 v 7 ABEREAVCERTFSE B 15 - 15EE,
HA T, Tabled DL HIC6ETF, 74U AT Table5DLHITH
FHHEWEEN, BRTHEHTHEENRERLS I b7 @EEHELLL

£IEHY, HTARHFR.45 ML),
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