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Studies on Mdéser in Japan

This is a draft of the speech that the author made at “Friedenssaal”
(Hall of Peace) in the old city hall of Osnabriick on December 8, 2002,
commemorating the birth of Justus Méser (1720-1794). The speech
elaborates on the footsteps of studies on Méser in Japan, encompassing three
different periods. )

Since the pre-World War Il era, Japanese historians, economic historians
in particular, had manifested avid interest in Moser, under the great
influence of German historiography. The foremost influences at that time
were W. Roscher and A. Dopsch. However, since the mid 1950’s, Japanese
historians rapidly lost interest. This process was just in parallel with the
penetration of Marxism-Leninism. Then, after the mid 1980’ s, academic
interests in Moser re-emerged, while the dominance of Leninism lessened.

The author gives an introduction to the movement of studies on Md&ser
in Japan with some examples, and concludes that his interest in Méser is
nothing but his interest in 18™ century itself.
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