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Issues of Educational Development in the Post-2015 Decades:
Implications from an ESD Project in Lao PDR

With the final year of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) approaching,
debates on post-2015 educational development have been taking place internationally;
however, challenges still remain. One of the most difficult issues we face concerns how
one can overcome the typically dichotomous manner of thinking about “poverty
reduction or environmental protection.” It is often pointed out that implementation of
environmental protection programs in developing countries is not an urgent issue
compared to poverty reduction. Generally speaking, developing countries are
emphasizing poverty reduction, and economic development is the first priority.

Lao PDR, in the midst of rapid growth, faces serious situations caused by
globalization. The gap between the rich and poor is widening; deforestation and
environmental pollution are getting worse year by year. Under these circumstances,
an Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) project was launched in 2012,
funded by the Japanese Government's ODA. The project aimed to create an “ESD
Community” in rural and urban areas. In the project, teacher in-service training and
consultations for teacher and youth development were implemented. At the same
time, ESD learning materials for teacher pre-service and in-service training were
developed.

The project was completed with three main outcomes. First, youth were
empowered through utilizing ESD learning tools, called “Compass,” effectively.
Additionally, the students’ development not only of the 3Rs but also of the 3Hs (Head,
Heart, and Hand) were seen through this project. Second, the project implemented
teacher in-service training to develop their facilitation skills. Teachers learned how to
implement both “Compass” and “Design for Change.” Learning tools (posters, DVDs,
and booklet series) for teacher training were developed during the project. Third, the
nurturing of youth to be “agents of change” was accomplished, and the attitudes of
community members toward sustainable community development were changed by
their learning together with these youths. Youths found themselves feeling positive
about creating a sustainable community, and their self-esteem was raised as well.
Villagers were given rare opportunities to think about sustainable community
development or to critically contemplate their lifestyles. As a result of the project,
they have become more responsible toward their community and future generations.

The world in the post-2015 decades is in need of new types of educational systems.
It is true that ESD is one of the most important educational movements initiated by
UN agencies, citizen groups, community-based organizations, schools, universities, and
others. However, there is a pitfall where these newly emerging initiatives may face
fundamental difficulties. Some critical experts point out that ESD may even function as
a motivator for the promotion of a market-driven economy. ESD, as well as other
types of education for sustainable development, are expected to enhance their quality
so that they can serve as true catalysts for a sustainable future.
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