A= =N R QURRE

- ot
— EHZ D0 VUNORKS®NRY XS] RO S v— TR R



Matthew Arnold’s Idea of Religion—St. Paul and Protestantism —

In St. Paul and Protestantism, the first of a series of four religious works
by Matthew Arnold in his last period of writing, he argues that St. Paul has
been misunderstood by Calvinistic Protestantism. Puritans believed the
focus of Paul’s faith was the sacrificial atonement of Christ on the Cross, His
righteousness imputed to the believers, and His bodily resurrection after
physical death, the guarantee of the believers’ resurrection in a future world.
But Arnold thinks Paul's idea is completely different from that of the
Puritans, and that his originality lies in his effort to find a moral side and
significance in the religious life, rather than basing it on miraculous events.

Paul's thought is well expressed in the phrase: “to die with Christ to the
law of the flesh, to live with Christ to the law of the mind.” In other words,
“death is living after the flesh, obedience to sin; life is mortifying by the
spirit the deeds of the flesh, obedience to righteousness.” ‘Therefore
resurrection is for Paul the rising, “within the sphere of our visible earthly
existence,” from death to life in this sense, that is to say, resurrection now
and resurrection to righteousness. According to Arnold, Paul knows nothing
of a sacrificial atonement; what Paul knows of is a reconciling sacrifice.

“Substitution,” one of the most important terms in Christian thought,
means for Puritans that Christ died instead of man; but it means for Paul
that Christ becomes the representative example of man’s way of life and
death. i

Arnold says that Paul “spiritualised,” as well as “Orientalised” or
“Hebraised,” what he had in mind. It can be said that Paul emphasized the
spiritual and universal meaning of what he could not help thinking and
expressing in his own Oriental and Hebraic way of thought and expression.

Arnold concludes the book with a heartful panegyric on St. Paul, which
demonstrates his poet sensibility.

The demythologizing tendency in contemporary Japanese theology
seems to agree with and illustrate Arnold’s idea of religion.
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10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; much more, being rec-
onciled, we shall be saved by his life.
11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now re-

ceived the atonement.
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