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Kanzo Uchimura and Higher Criticism (IIT)

As a new interpretation of the Bible by Higher Criticism, Uchimura
wrote in 1909 the following articles: ‘Of Christ's Blood, ‘Christ’'s Death,” and
‘Truth and Fact of the Atonement.’

He analyzed the Crucifixion in three aspects: redemption, reconciliation
and propitiation, on the basis of the study of the Old Testament. These
writings should be persuasive to present-day readers, who must take them
as a precursor of the later demythologizing theology.

Yoshitaka Sakaeda criticized them as a departure from the orthodox
faith. But when we read them in the context of Uchimura’s thought in those
days, we cannot find any deviation from orthodoxy. Uchimura concentrated
all his mind on pure Christianity, traditionally abridged into five words :
Jesus, Christ, God’s Son, Saviour.

Uchimura's repeated emphasis on the essence of Christianity urged
Takeshi Fujii to write ‘Simple Faith’ (1916) in which Fujii asserted that the
Atonement was abandoned by St Paul in the Epistle to the Romans as
old-fashioned faith of the Old Testament. Uchimura was surprised by this
assertion of his disciple, and immediately criticized it in an article ‘Anger of
God and the Atonement.’ He insisted that the Atonement on the Cross is the
most important point of Christianity, absolutely necessary to God, rather
than to Man. This standpoint was maintained by him till his death in 1930.
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