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Paranormal Phenomena as a Boom

The purpose of this study is to explore the paranormal phenomena as a
boom, using the magazine database “Oya-Soichi Bunko” and counting news
items from January of 1998 to March of 2007. Before 1995, the main stream of
the paranormal phenomena was “psychic phenomena” and/or “supernatural
power”. This study shows that after 1995, when the poison gas attack in the
Tokyo subways was carried out by Aum Shinrikyo (a Japanese Buddhist
religious group founded by Shoko Asahara), the boom of the paranormal
phenomena was switched over to “fortune telling and -augury” and /or
“spirituality”.
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1996 1 1 4 0
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1998 3 1 0 1
1999 1 2 1 2
2000 2 1 8 2
2001 3 2 14 1
2002 3 1 9 2
2003 3 2 4 0
2004 7 0 8 1
2005 3 2 8 2
2006 6 1 6 1
2007 0 0 1 0
(i#5E) 0 0 4 0
it 50 21 94 62
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