ABEHRL~R - 33a=y—vav
DLE s — LR

20
R H B Z
n £ E &



Paranormal Phenomena and Mass Communication: Review and Proposal—

It was in the 1970s that the first television program concerning
paranormal phenomenon was produced in Japan. After that most of these
programs are considered as to be fakes : however, these programs have
achieved relatively high audience ratings.

It is said that producing television programs concerning paranormal
phenomenon was voluntarily refrained in 1995 in the sequence of the poison
gas attack on the Tokyo subways carried out by Aum Shinrikyo (a
Japanese Buddhist religious group created by Shoko Asahara). However, in
the 2000s, these kinds of television programs have revived in the positive
context using such keywords as “counseling” and/or “spiritual.”

The purpose of this paper is (1) to review studies on paranormal
phenomenon and mass communication and (2) to make some proposals
about studies on paranormal phenomenon and mass communication,
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