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Riegl's Article on the Early Christian Basilica

The word basilica originates in the Greek basilike stoa (king's hall) and
signifies an oblong hall with a double row of columns and an apse at one
end. The building of this type was used in ancient Rome as a law court and
later, after the Edict of Milan 313 A.D, also especially as a Christian church.
Moreover, the borrowed system of basilica was supremely respected for
more than several centuries in the history of Christian church-architecture.
Then, what kind of relationship was there between the secular system and
the religious one in the same type of building?

Alois Riegl (1858-1905) was a most sensitive historian to the
transformational character of art, and here in our problem also; his acute
analysis of both systems brought about his bold idea, which makes us
understand clearly the characteristics of the later ancient period, that is the
earliest Middle Age and the consistency of historical flow from the Ancient
to the Middle Age. .

The process and description of his analysis is delicate and stern. So, in
order not to miss any detail in his reasoning, after my style of the preceding
issues of this publication — “On Vaphioc Cups” (vol. 106) and “Concerning
the Concept of the Modern Age” (vol. 107) —1I have translated the whole
article into Japanese here as one of the important documents for the study
of Alois Riegl himself.

The original text is as follows:

Zur Entstehung der altchristlichen Basilika (1903)

" in: Alois Riegl, Gesammelte Aufsitze. Augsburg-Wien 1929. S. 91-110.
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Zur Entstehung der altchristlichen Basilika——Jahrbuch der k. k. Zentralkommission, Neue Folge I
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