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Kanzo Uchimura and Higher Criticism

Higher Criticism, i. e. Liberal Theology of the nineteenth century, was
brought into our country in the twenties (1887-1896) of the Meizi Era, and
was called New Theology among the Japanese Christians. The Unitarians
favorably accepted New Theology which was critical of the Fall, the
Atonement, and the Trinity. But the Trinitarians believe that the deepest
consciousness of the Fall drives them to cling to the Atonement on the
Cross, which cannot be made perfect except by God Himself, and therefore
that there must be the Trinity. '

Kanzo Uchimura opposed the Unitarians, and made his own views for
the orthodox doctrines against such liberal tendencies. Higher Criticism is
mentioned for the first time in ‘Confession of My Faith,’ the first treatise of
his own creed in 1891. From then on, the term is continuously used until
1930, the year of his death. Thus his interest in Higher Criticism spreads all
over the whole period of his writings.

Uchimura explains his view of the Fall, especially the total depravity, in
‘Confession of My Faith. The Atonement is clearly discussed in Search after
Peace : Record of Real Experience (1893). In ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ’ (1901),
stimulated by the famous controversy of New Theology between Danjo
Ebina and Masahisa Uemura, Uchimura emphasizes that the Atonement is
the fact revealed on his conscience, to be really experienced beyond
theoretical explanation. The doctrine of the Trinity is fully examined and
persuasively expressed in Christian Catechism (1903), one of his major
works. ‘The Method of the Biblical Study’ (1907) makes explicit the
distinction between Faith and Reason, by which he establishes the proper
regions of Religion and Science. Uchimura was under the influence of the
philosophy of Kant, and became a precursor of existentialists. It is
noteworthy that Uchimura mentioned the name of Séren Kierkegaad as his
model as early as 1907. It can is said that the hither-to mentioned works of
Uchimura's had been chiefly written by taking the opposite position to
Higher Criticism.

In spite of that, Uchimura came to surprise the readers in 1908, with a
series of treatises which seem to be contrary to his preceding attitude. 1
wish to solve the problem in the next number of Seishin Studies.
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