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Suspicion of common knowledge: The proceedings of the 38th Open Lecture Series

(cancelled), University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo
In this article, we present the proceedings of the 38th Open Lecture Series at the

University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo, which was cancelled due to COVID-19.

In part one of the article, Dr Minoru Murai and Kiyobumi Kawakami discuss the
“Theory of Goodness” in education developed by the former. It states that “children
want to live for goodness and adults want to help children to live for goodness. The
activities of these adults are called EDUCATION.”

In part two of the article, Kawakami presents data to suspect three views of

common knowledge in developmental psychology, namely: 1) mothers soothe babies
by holding them on the left side of their chest; 2) babies begin to laugh at four months
of age; and 3) children can collaborate with friends by three years of age. Kawakami's
data indicated that white noise encourages babies to stop crying, babies begin to laugh
from birth, and children can collaborate with friends at an earlier age.
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