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Difficulties of a Returnee Pupil with Disabilities or Special Needs in Adapting to

School Life and Acquiring Japanese

This paper discusses the difficulties of a returnee pupil with disabilities or special
needs in adapting to school life and acquiring Japanese.

I examined the problem using a teacher’s narrative about a certain pupil. Thereafter,
T used the Steps for Coding and Theorization (SCAT) method for analysis.

I identified seven factors behind the pupil's difficulties: 1) Differences in culture/
system and communication style; 2) Difficulty in understanding and using Japanese; 3)
Disability characteristics; 4) Overlap of "Differences in culture/system and
communication style" and "Difficulty in understanding and using Japanese;" 5) Overlap
of "Differences in culture/system and communication style' and "Disability
characteristics;" 6) Overlap of "Difficulty in understanding and using Japanese' and
"Disability characteristics;” 7) Overlap of "Differences in culture/system and
communication style" and "Multiple identities." These factors were causing the pupil a
variety of stresses.
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