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Musicality expressed in mother-infant vocal interactions
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Our study visualized and analyzed the musicality of the vocal
communications between infants and their caregivers in order to know the conditions for such
musicality to appear and if it creates any developmental meanings. As a result of visualizing and
analyzing vocal communications from 2-month-old to 2-year-old children based on the communicative
musicality theory, we found that musicality consistently contributes to the activation of emotional
communication between infants and their caregivers. At the same time, it has become clear that
narrative structures formed between caregivers and infants may play a role in guiding infants to the

cultural practice of meaning. This result has the potential to provide a new theoretical framework

for musical activities in early childhood.
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