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The Position of Riegl's Altorientalische Teppiche:

Altorientalische Teppiche (1891) is the first book of the art historian Alois Riegl (1858~
1905) and highly significant in the development of his whole activities. Furthermore, it
is regarded as the starting point of theoretically exact studies in Teppich in general. In
this matter, however, there occurs to us some anxiety about our ability in appreciating
the real value of the book, because traditionally we have not been accustomed to
Teppich (carpet, hanging and rug) in our Japanese common life.

Now happily in the reprinted book is added newly a chronological survey of
Teppich-studies in the 1970s. With the help of this compact survey we can be certain
to judge the correct position of Riegl’s original view in his book.

I am aware of most important usefulness of this survey for us, and in order not to
miss any detail, with Riegl's Vorwort and Einleitung I have translated this
Bibliographische Einfiihrung into Japanese here.

The original text is as follows:
Alois Riegl, Altorientalische Teppiche — Mit einer bibliographischen Einfithrung von
Urlike Besch [S. I-XXI]. Maander Kunstverlag 1979 (Nachdruck der Ausgabe Leipzig
1891).
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F. R. Martin : A History of Oriental Carpets before 1800. Wien 1906-08.
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K. Erdmann : Ausstellungskatalog ,Orientteppiche aus vier Jahrhunderten®. Hamburg 1950.

K. Erdmann : Der tiirkische Teppich. Istanbul 1957 (%% London 1977).

K. Erdmann : Der orientalische Knupfteppich, Versuch einer Darstellung seiner Geschichte. Ttubingen 1955.
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S. Azadi und Rudiger Vossen : Tukmenische Teppiche und die ethnologische Bedeutung ihrer Ornamente.
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H. Gaube : Die Teppiche der westturkmenischen Gruppe. in : Mitteilungen der Societas Uralo-Altaica Heft 1,

Westturkestan. Hamburg 1968.
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A. Hackmack : Der chinesische Teppich. Hamburg 1921.
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