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Current situation and challenges of language education for refugee and migrant

children in Sweden

During the year of Europe’s refugee crisis in 2015, Sweden received the second
highest number of asylum applications per 100,000 people in the EU. Among the
record-high 162,877 asylum seekers that came to Sweden in 2015, there were 70,384
children under 18 years old, including 30,080 unaccompanied children. This paper aims
to determine how the children’s right to education and learning is guaranteed for
these children with foreign backgrounds in terms of the law and education systems. It
focuses on the current situation of education of Swedish as a Second Language (SSL)
and mother tongue/heritage language, especially on education and the training of
teachers and development of lessons and teaching materials, based on information
collected during field research in Sweden in 2017 and 2018.

The paper consists of five parts. Following the Introduction, which explains the
background of this research, the first section is concerned with the situation of
reception of asylum seekers and the guaranteed right to education in Sweden, and the
second section examines the practice of SSL education; these three sections were
written by Sawano. The third section, on mother tongue/heritage languages, was
written by Ogawa. The Concluding Remarks were written by Sawano and Ogawa
together.
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