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Sho and Yoshimitsu’s Precedents for Ashikaga Yoshitane

This article examines changes in the political stance of Ashikaga Yoshitane, who
was appointed as a shogun twice, in terms of his relationship with the traditional wind
instrument sho. Based on how sho is represented in Yoshimitsu's precedents, it seems
that the image of the shogun that Yoshitane aimed for changed from “an Ashikaga
shogun who leads a warrior society as a shogun on the battlefield” to “an Ashikaga
shogun who is turned into a lord as a member of the noble family,” depending on
whether Yoshitane was becoming a shogun for the first or the second time.
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