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Women’s action space models in public notices during the Qing dynasty

This paper reports on public notices related to the action space separation of the
sexes during the Qing dynasty. Public notices often said that theatergoing and
pilgrimages to temples and shrines by women provoked congestion of the sexes and
that these acts would harm social order. With regard to labor, local magistrates
recommended that men cultivate in the fields while women spin and weave in their
houses. Some local magistrates actually founded schools to teach spinning and weaving
to women. However, I did not find any completely negative comments about women’
s outdoor labor in the public notices. Since local magistrates believed that the difficulty
of labor would lead to virtuousness while laziness would cause evil intentions. Local
magistrates did not always think that women’s outdoor labor was negative if these
women worked hard for their family.
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