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A Reading of Paradise Lost (IV)

The main characters of Books I and II of Paradise Lost are Satan and his followers in
Hell, while those of Book III are God and Christ in Heaven. Man appears on Earth for
the first time in Book IV, and his creation is described in Book VII. In Book VIII,
Adam asks God to give him a wife, and God does so, creating Eve from Adam'’s rib.
The relationship of Adam and Eve is modeled on that of God and Christ in their
oneness, and accordingly, the society of the Trinity is echoed in human society.
Solitude is dissolved into Society by virtue of Love.

However, the Fall destroys the ideal society of Adam and Eve. Readers of Paradise
Lost have been much impressed with the contrast between unfallen and fallen sexuality
skillfully and beautifully described by Milton in both its bodily and spiritual aspects. On
account of this beautiful description, Milton is saved from being viewed narrowly as an
austere Puritan poet.
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Therefore the omnipotent 26 And God said,
Eternal Father... /thus to his Son audibly spake: Let us make man in our image,
“Let us make now Man in our image, Man after our likeness: and let them have dominion

520 In ouwr similitude, and let them rule over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
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Over the fish and fowl of sea and air,
Beast of the field, and over all the Earth,

And every creeping thing that creeps the ground !’

This said, he formed thee, Adam, thee, O Man,
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils breathed
The breath of life; in his own image he

Created thee, in the image of God

Express, and thou becam’st a living soul.

Male he created thee, but thy consort

Female, for race; then blessed mankind, and said,
‘Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the Earth ;

Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold

Over fish of the sea, and fowl of the air,

And every living thing that moves on the Earth |’

the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth,

and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth.

So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him ; male and female
created he rhem.

And God blessed them, and God said unto them,
Be fruitful, and multiply,

and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing that
moves upon the earth.

(italics mine)
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For either

He never shall find out fit mate, but such

As some misfortune brings him, or mistake;

Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain,

Through her perverseness, but shall see her gained

By a far worse, or, if she love, withheld

By parents; or his happiest choice too late

Shall meet, already linked and wedlock-bound

To a fell adversary, his hate or shame:...
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Eve,
Not so repulsed, with tears that ceased not flowing,
And tresses all disordered, at his feet
Fell humble, and, embracing them, besought

His peace, . .. X.909-913
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And by her yielded, by him best received,
Yielded with coy submission, modest pride,

And sweet, reluctant, amorous delay, IV . 308-311.
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coy : 2. Not demonstrative; shyly reserved or retiring.

b. of actions, behaviour, looks, etc.

submission : 2. a, The condition of being submissive, yielding, or deferential; submissive or deferential

conduct, attitude, or bearing; deference; T occas. humiliation, abasement. arch.

modest : 3. Of women, their attributes and behaviour: Governed by the proprieties of the sex;
decorous in manner and conduct; not forward, impudent, or lewd; ‘shamefast’. Hence (in later use
also of men), scrupulously chaste in feeling, language, and conduct; shrinking from coarse or impure

suggestion.

OED W B QHSHERE QPN Lk | EOHRKONTTEREEV O WnEUR M S0

Yielded with coy submission, modest pride,

And sweet, reluctant, amorous delay. V. 310-311.
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these two lines than all the poetry that has been written since Milton's time in all the regions of the earth. A48
2o (Imaginary Conversations, in Landor, Works 1I. 64. cited in Le Comte, Milton and Sex, 91. James Thorpe, Milton
Criticism, 368-369) °
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... Innocence and virgin modesty,

Her virtue and the conscience of her worth,
That would be wooed, and not unsought be won,
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retired,

The more desirable — or, to say all,

Nature herself, though pure of sinful thought ——

Wrought in her so, that, seeing me, she turned ; . .. VII. 501-507.
Fallen NRVEERGSQBERIRO] K480 Bo QKT [KXS-JUZEWERQROY Nadgiky
Sexuality — 9 UMLOGIREWRIN G298 v — D@ T ONHRIR L E U 0 ) Iad” ] <R ) 8 4 J°

that false fruit

Carnal desire inflaming: he on Eve
Began to cast lascivious eyes; she him

As wantonly repaid; in lust they burn, . . . IX. 1011-1015.
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never did thy beauty, since the day

I saw thee first and wedded thee, adorned

With all perfections, so inflame my sense

With ardour to enjoy thee, fairer now

Than ever —.

IX. 1029-1033.
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he . .. forbore not glance or toy

Of amorous intent, well understood

Of Eve, whose eye darted contagious fire, IX. 1034-1036.
BHRKOH WIS E- T 30T U Q QR Q@E LT [ 1) R 42416~ KU O U -9 £ YU S RN

B S 0L]°
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He led her, nothing loth. IX. 1039.
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But that false fruit
Far other operation first displayed,

Carnal desire inflaming: . .. 1X. 1011-1013.

B Q288 Carnal desire, lust &) 008 O 40°
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Adam the goodliest man of men since born

His sons, the fairest of her daughters Eve. V. 323-324.
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our general mother, ... with eyes
Of conjugal attraction unreproved,
And meek surrender, half-embracing leaned
On our first father; half her swelling breast
Naked met his, under the flowing gold
Of her loose tresses hid. He, in delight
Both of her beauty and submissive charms,
Smiled with superior love, as Jupiter
On Juno smiles when he impregns the clouds
That shed May flowers, and pressed her matron lip

With kisses pure. V. 492-502
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Sight hateful, sight tormenting! thus these two,
Imparadised in one another’s arms,

The happier Eden, shall enjoy their fill

Of bliss on bliss; . . . IV. 505-508.
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Live while ye may,
Yet happy pair; enjoy, .
Short pleasures; for long woes are to succeed. V. 533-535.
| mOHBRYS 1Y QESWET0N | [<BEEQRUKS BRIELL 0° R E#o S~
ROIEWED MU0 w— D& [HKIEW QERH# (the rites / Mysterious of connubial love, IV. 742-743) | W40

P A DD O 4U°

28



FeiR [gesem] ()

11

Hail, wedded Love, mysterious law, true source

Of human offspring, . . . V. 750-751
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Of-times nothing profits more

Than self-esteem, grounded on just and right,

Well managed; . . .

VII. 571-573.

right & OED U M) QERGSEUVR’

3. a. That which is constant with equity or the light of nature: that which is morally just or due.
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of that skill the more thou know’st,
The more she will acknowledge thee her head,
And to realities yield all her shows:
Made so adorn for thy delight the more,
So awful, that with honour thou may’st love

Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least wise. VII. 573-578.
skill : 6. a. Capability of accomplishing something with precision and certainty; . . .
adorn : Adorned, ornate. OED S m=E ) QEES L°

awful : 2. Worthy of, or commanding, profound respect or reverential fear.

3. Solemnly impressive ; sublimely majestic.
honour : (Lockwood) nice sense of and strict allegiance to what is right or due.

IX®ES | & Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least wise. REWBE L BRRSUV LS
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All higher Knowledge in her presence falls
Degraded; Wisdom in discourse with her

Loses discountenanced, and like Folly shows; . .. VII. 551-553.
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What higher in her society thou find’st
Attractive, human, rational, love still:

In loving thou dost well; in passion not,
Wherein true love consists not. Love refines

The thoughts, and heart enlarges; hath his seat
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In Reason, and is judicious; is the scale
By which to Heavenly love thou may’'st ascend,
Not sunk in carnal pleasure; for which cause

Among the beasts no mate for thee was found.

VII. 586-594.
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