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Jean Potocki and his Manuscrit trouvé a Saragosse

This study presents the life of Jean Potocki (1781-1815) and his novel, Manuscrit
trouvé a Saragosse, in the context of recent research results.

Born in Poland, which will soon disappear as a result of a Russia-Prussia-Austria
division agreement, Potocki experienced many vicissitudes. In vain, he wished to be
recognized first as a historian and then as a politician. Having traveled extensively, he
left many charming travel stories.

However, posterity remembers him for his novel, Manuscrit trouvé a Saragosse. He
began writing it merely as a pastime, but he continued to rework it up until his
suicide. Researchers have recently discovered two different versions of this novel, one
of which is ascribed to 1804 and the other to 1810. The versions are two contrasting
faces of the same work, with the first being abundant, exploded, and unbridled, while
the second is organized, measured, and orderly.
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! Philippo Mazzei, Memorie della vita e delle peregrinazioni del Fiorentino Filippo Mazei, éd. Alberto
Aquarone, Milano, 1970, p. 427. Cité par Francois Rosset et Dominique Triaire, Jean Potocki,
biographie, Flammarion, Paris, 2004, p. 319. (JEX 1 % V) 75&
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2006, p. 35.
* (Ne Quid Detrimenti Respublica Capiat), in Euvres, éd. cit., vol. III, 2004, p. 249-253.
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° Lettre de Stanislas August a Phillipo Mazzei du 30 octobre 1790, citée dans Potocki, Euvres,
éd. cit, vol. V, p. 22-23.
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¥ Voir GEuvres, éd. cit,, vol. 11, p. 135. £ 72RO DIES & 5%, Euvres, éd. cit, vol. V p. 49-
50.
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“ Lettre a Platon Alex. Zoubov du 10 juillet 1796, ibid., p. 47.
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