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Public Notices during the Qing dynasty: A focus on the relationship between the Local

magistrates and Local populace

This paper explores the relationships between the local magistrates and local
populace which includes the literati and commoners. I analyzed these relationships by
reviewing articles on public notices during the Qing dynasty. I specifically used the
Dianshizhai Pictorial (Dianshizhai Huabao) for this purpose.

Although the Dianshizhai Pictorial established that people neglected public
notices in some cases, it also described the effectiveness of public notices. Children and
uneducated people followed the instructions presented in these notices. These written
notices were read and orally transmitted to the commoners by the literati.

Out of the twenty-six articles reviewed, we observed that in four cases the local
magistrates were asked to distribute the public notices by the local literati. The local
literati preferred displaying these public notices when they required something from
the commoners. The local literati seemed to be poople who attempted to influence
both the local magistrates and commoners by actively using these public notices.
Nevertheless, the local magistrates and local literati emphasized that these notices
were intended to enlighten the commoners and were not meant for the literati.
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