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Sustainable Community and Education to Transform Oneself

Abstract

This study not only aims to re-analyze and reconstruct the mechanistic worldview holistical-
ly, but also aims to consider the possibilities and challenges of ESD in a global society.

Since the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment was held in 1972, we
have debated how to live harmoniously with nature and how we can potentially move beyond
a simple binary discussion about which of the two; economic progress or environmental pro-
tection, weighs more importance over another. However, we have not been able to accom-
plish that in the forty years since the conference. In an attempt to resolve the inter-genera-
tional and intra-generational injustices induced by the same polarization of the economic
progress and environmental protection, ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) was
proposed. This new resolution was introduced in Chapter 36 of Agenda 21 which was later
adopted in the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. In 2002, the
United Nations General Assembly approved the UNDESD (United Nations Decade of ESD)
and UNESCO, as lead agency of the Decade, has promoted ESD in a broad selection of edu-
cational fields.

Unfortunately, it is difficult to delineate ESD from the already-existing Environmental
Education and Development Education because both programs integrate both environmental
conservation and social justice and pursue similar purposes. Because there are not many
characteristics unique to ESD, the promotion of ESD has confused teachers.

This paper tries to clarify the definition of ESD through transformation. As a framework of
UNDESD, IIS (International Implementation Scheme) shows us the goals of ESD. It is “to
integrate the principles, values, and practices of sustainable development into all aspects of
education and learning.” In order to achieve this, ESD provides the opportunities “to learn the
values, behaviour and lifestyles required for a sustainable future and for positive societal
transformation.” This gives us the awareness that we have to re-question education itself and
not the content of education. ESD emphasizes the question of why these issues happened,
rather than what we should be teaching our learners.

This critical awareness of ESD forces us to reexamine the way in which education con-
tributes to how our social systems repeats themselves and how these perpetual cycle ulti-
mately give birth to our pressing global issues. Modern education has focused on educating
and transforming people into materialistic resources with the purpose of maintaining social
order, and not on developing or enhancing the personal humanity for the purpose of social
reform. For these reasons, our school education has transformed into one with more of a
competitive nature and has made the structure of reproduction difficult. This competitive
environment, along with the systemization of evaluating and ranking students based on
grades and performance prevents children and teachers from focusing on the actual human

development. Consequently, this brings undesirable results. If ESD is to be regarded as a



vehicle to transforming society and also as means of building sustainable societies, it is cru-
cial to clarify the relation between education and our social system. We must reconsider the
desirable characteristics of education itself. This study could provide answers to how we
would be able to overcome our current dilemma.

Even though the progress of modern technology is indispensable to building a sustainable
society, we cannot help but feel uncertain about our well-being around technology because of
the way in which western technology has contributed to economic growth and expansion of
modern society at the expense of issues, such as environmental destruction, economic dispar-
ity, and natural disasters. Grounded on these implications, Chapter 1 grasps the problems of
dualistic thinking related to a technology-centered view and considers “Systems Thinking” as
more of a holistic thinking. This chapter rethinks our assumptions on how to transform val-
ues, attitudes, and lifestyles and also our education system based on this holistic view.

In Chapter 2, we are able to imagine what kind of values a community with a holistic world-
view has. This chapter tries to re-define the sustainable development and to explain the rela-
tion between humanity and our creation of society. In terms of “human-centric”, we can see
the difference between concepts from environmental ethics studies and from development
studies. Therefore, we need the definition of a “human-centric” view from the perspective of
sustainable development. The conclusion of this chapter shows the importance of sustainable
development as the process of transformation, using “Theory U” and the concept of “Caring.”

Chapter 3 delves into the characteristics of ESD from different standpoints. Until the adop-
tion of UNDESD, the movement on an international level focused on an education that pro-
moted and deepened mutual understanding beyond different backgrounds, and also on the
educational development to provide the opportunities to access the basic education which
continued since the establishment of UNESCO. After the start of UNDESD, ESD was charac-
terized as bringing “learning to transform oneself and society.” This chapter focuses on this
type of education and defines ESD as education to transform the one that exists today.

Although the importance of transforming oneself and society is emphasized in ESD, there
is a lack of the practice and the study on it. Chapter 4 introduces educational practice at a cer-
tain school, called Jiyu-Gakuen. Although it is not a very good practice of ESD due to the fact
that its education does not advocate and address ESD, but it has been increasingly perceived
as an ESD School and well known for its holistic approach of educational practice and school
operations. Since the establishment of this transformation by Ms. Motoko Hani, the consider-
ation of this education gives ESD some implications, especially in terms of education towards
transformation.

Finally, the conclusion shows the essential elements of ESD and refers to differences in
existing “adjectival education.” These points reveal the possibility of being able to contribute
to creating sustainable society. The key to our success and progress of ESD lies within us to
carefully reexamine “reorienting existing educational programmes” for children and youth

around the world.
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