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A Study on the Kanji Acquisition Process in Vietnamese Learners of Japanese —

This study investigated the characteristics and acquisition of learning kanji—a
logographic system of Japanese writing that represents words of ideas, and which can
have different meanings and pronunciations depending on their context—by native
speakers of Vietnamese who are learning Japanese. In addition, the purpose of this
study was to learn how Vietnamese native speakers who do not use kanji everyday
can see the process of acquiring kanji as being "fun" and continue learning it. The
research method was based on an analysis and consideration of questionnaires,
together with interviews conducted on kanji learning with students majoring in
Japanese at a university in Vietnam.

The main part of the study was asking learners to write their “favorite kanji” and
their "easiest-to-remember kanji" then interviewing them as to their reasons. By
classifying the reasons into 10 types and analyzing them, the following has become
clear. The reason learners listed a particular kanji as a “favorite” was that they
understood it and resonated with the kanji's meaning and values, the reason they
listed it as “easiest-to-remember” was because of the shape of kanji and the frequency
they encountered it.

From there, learners can continue to enjoy learning and remembering kanji finding
pleasure in kanji's meaning and to resonate with its interpretation and shape, and by
looking for a particular kanji and writing it with higher frequency. This helps with the
recognition that the method of kanji acquisition is different for Vietnamese native
speakers than for Japanese native speakers, and proposing the “fun” aspect of kanji
learning can help the learner’s kanji memory.
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