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Eye Contact in English Presentations by Japanese College Students

This study explores from a cultural point of view the use of eye contact by fifteen
Japanese college students during English presentations. It analyzed the students’ eye
contact with the audience in two sessions of presentations and determined the effect
of instruction on both their language development and the length of their eye contact.
However, the results revealed that the cultural effect is still deeply rooted in eye
contact frequency, suggesting the need for Japanese students with eye contact to gain
a greater understanding of non-verbal communication and effective communication
strategies using English as a lingua franca.
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