. -
[ 7 THFAR] 2B 5 N L FROERE

S i —HB



The meaning of human knowledge, or sciences in Manuscrit trouvé a Saragosse

This study aims to highlight the meaning of human knowledge, or science in
particular, in Manuscrit trouvé a Saragosse by Jean Potocki. The author of the novel was
a scholar himself, having published several scientific works in his life. Nevertheless, in
his novel, he is rather skeptical about the pursuit of science. This study focuses on
three scholarly characters: Diégue Hervas, Henrique Velasquez, and his son Pedre
Velasquez. Despite their zeal for science, these characters do not attain happiness in
the end. As we witness their destiny, Potocki’s ironic idea is presented: that despite
the nobleness attached to it, the pursuit of science is merely an egoistic enterprise.
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% Jean Potocki, Manuscrit trouvé a Saragosse, in Euvres, IV, 1 (version 1810), 2 (version 1804),
édit. par Francois Rosset et Dominique Triaire, Peeters, Louvain, 2006.
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