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A Study of the “Lineage” of To No Chujo and His Clan in The Tale of Genji

Abstract

Traditionally, it has been pointed out that the story of Hikaru Genji presents depic-
tions related to the logic of the royal authority. On the other hand, as for the story of
Hikaru Genji’s rival, To no Chujo and his family, it has been treated as a setting cho-
sen only occasionally and invoked only to depict the life of Hikaru Genji, who is the
main character. In this paper we once again traced the life of T6 no Chujo and his fami-
ly from the two perspectives of “politics” and “marriage and love” and inquired about
the “genealogy” that runs through the family. Also, we have revealed that the story of
their family also had its own logic and has supported the story of Mr. Genji.

First of all, in the first chapter and the second chapter we have inquired about the
“genealogy” of the family of To no Chijo from the viewpoint of “politics”, Traditionally,
there have been many opportunities for discussion in regard of the politics conducted
by To no Chujo and his family from the side of them being political losers in contrast
with the winner Hikaru Genji, and their political ability has not been highly evaluated.
In this paper, however, by once again reviewing the aspects of To no Chujo and his
family as politicians in “The Tale of Genji” through comparison with the Fujiwara clan
using historical facts and other stories it was proven that they were a family with very
high political abilities.

Also, from chapter 3 to chapter 5, we have conducted an investigation with the main
focus on the attachment of To no Chujo and his family to imperial princesses from the
point of view of the “genealogy” of “marriage and love”. As a result, the following logic
has been observed. Originally, they were a very noble Fujiwara clan, born by an excep-
tional marriage between Sadaijin and Omiya. Nonetheless, by becoming political losers
on the background of the glorious Hikaru Genji, the male children of the family such as
To no Chujo, Kashiwagi and Kaoru acquire a strong attachment to imperial princesses
(=the imperial blood) in the sense of “genealogy”’. As mentioned above, in the second
half of this paper it was revealed that the inherent logic of political losers also exists in
the “marriage and love” story of To no Chujo and his family.

The outline of each chapter is as follows.

The first chapter focuses on “chiji” (= resignation) of the Sadaijin and To no Chujo.
Originally “chiji” was a special way of resigning which was only possible for people over
the age of 70. In this chapter the reason why “chiji” was allowed over two generations
to Sadaijin and To no Chujo, who were under the age of seventy, was investigated
based on consideration of historical facts. Both cases of their “chiji” can be said to have
been examples of special treatment given because of an intimate relationship with the

late emperor and they were the same procedures as those in historical facts on “chiji”



under the age of seventy. Through the discussion in this chapter it became clear that
they were an important family who took charge of the political mission of supporting
the Imperial Family as talented ministers.

In the second chapter it was demonstrated from the political conflict of Azechi-
Dainagon (Kumoinokari’s father-in-law) and To no Chujo that accepting of
Kumoinokari, who had been regarded as a capricious daughter of To no Chujo, was a
brave decision by To no Chtijo who had been actually facing political misfortunes. In
addition, in this chapter the enthusiasm of grandmother Omiya who nurtured
Kumoinokari was looked at from the point of view of her “exceptional” educational
approach. Also, it was revealed that for the people of the To no Chujo family
Kumoinokari had never been of insignificant existence, and a part of the scrupulous
political methods of the family was examined.

In the third chapter, the “marriage” theme in the family of To no Chtjo was exam-
ined specifically from the viewpoint of the relationship with imperial princesses.
Traditionally, it has been pointed out that the unusual marriage between Sadaijin and
Omiya was a strong protection for the son-in-law Hikaru Genji. In this chapter, from
comparison with historical facts it was again confirmed regarding the weakness of the
position of Hikaru Genji, who was the first generation Genji. Also, it was demonstrated
that the marriage between Sadaijin and Omiya was indispensable for glorious achieve-
ments of Hikaru Genji.

In the second half of this chapter, the problem of marriages of To no Chujo and
Kashiwagi was examined. First of all, the marriage between T6 no Chujo and
Shinokimi was examined from comparison with historical facts and it was revealed
that their marriage was unbalanced and unwanted for the blood-lines of T6 no Chujo.
In addition, by investigating the actual situation around the marriage of the imperial
princess from historical facts, it was confirmed that the marriage of Onna Sannomiya
to Kashiwagi was in fact almost impossible to realize. Further, it was once again con-
sidered about the fact that the father To no Chtijo would stick to the idea of marriage of
his only son to the imperial princess all the way to the end while keeping in mind his
regrets about his own marriage. Also, the traditional obsession of To no Chujo himself
with the imperial blood which had never appeared was pointed out.

Traditionally, the question of imperial marriage to Kashiwagi has been regarded as
one that emerged as a part of policies of To no Chujo who had became a political loser.
However, through the examination in this chapter it was revealed that the theme of
princess’s marriage had already been incorporated from the beginning of the story as
the topic of “genealogy” for To6 no Chijo.

In the fourth chapter, adjectives used for others from the viewpoint of Kashiwagi,
were investigated, and it was revealed that he was a person who was strongly attracted
to the beauty of other people’s “ate”. Moreover, adjectives used for Onna Sannomiya

from the perspective of both of Hikaru Genji and Kashiwagi were compared and it was



pointed out that Kashiwagi had deeply fallen into Onna Sannomiya by quickly grasp-
ing the beauty of her “ate”, which had never been discovered by Hikaru Genji. Also, in
the second half of this chapter, the discussion went around the fact that Kashiwagi’s
liking of “ate” can also be confirmed from the difference in the degree of “ate” found in
Onna Sannomiya and his wife Ochibanomiya, as well as the from the difference with
the viewpoint of Yugiri towards Ochibanomiya. Also, it was concluded that the beauty
of “ate” was deeply related to the source of Kashiwagi’s longing for Onna Sannomiya.
In the fifth chapter, based on the inquiry of Chapter 4, adjectives used for the three
sisters of Uji (Oikimi, Naka no kimi, Ukifune) as well as for the princesses (Onna
Ichinomiya, Onna Ninnomiya) from the viewpoint of Kashiwagi’s son, Kaoru were
investigated. First of all, regarding the three sisters of Uji, it was revealed that when
Kaoru demanding the looks of his beloved Oikimi from his sisters Naka no kimi and
Ukifune, the beauty of “ate” was found as an important beauty. Also, it was pointed out
that Kaoru was also a person strongly drawn to the beauty of “ate” just as his father
Kashiwagi. Furthermore, by examining the examples of “ate” used by Kaoru towards
Onna Ichinomiya and Onna Ninomiya, it was highlighted that, unlike Kashiwagi who
was only drawn to Onna Sannomiya, Kaoru’s peculiarity was that he was attracted to

different women with the main point being the “ate”.
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