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The Study of Noh Appointing Hikarugenji and Ukifune as Protagonists:
In Comparison to The Tale of Genji

Abstract

Religious salvation in The Tale of Genji, in spite of being the main subject of this tale,
has been described as the “desperate challenge”’(by Zhang Longmei Salvation in The
Tale of Genji, Kazamashobo, 2000) which none of characters achieve. Hikarugenji and
Ukifune, these two are exact characters who face the serious task of religious salvation.
This dissertation intends to manifest the various dimensions in the Genji-Noh related
to salvation of protagonists, in comparison to The Tale of Genji. In particular, I will
focus on Suma-Genji, Ukifune, and Kodama-Ukifune where Hikarugenji and Ukifune
are appointed as protagonists.

Introduction Section begins with the background on the birth of Genji-Noh. Genji-
Kuyoh in the Middle Ages, or cultural and ideological phenomenon regarding The Tale
of Genji, displayed the tendency to aim at religious salvation of the characters in The
Tale of Genji. Next, I clarify my position and composition in this dissertation. Firstly, it
compares the original text of The Tale of Genji with Suma-Genji, Ukifune, and
Kodama-Ukifune, while medieval comprehension of The Tale of Genji is taken into
account. Secondly, it also adopts the precedent studies of The Tale of Genji. This
perspective has not been paid attention to by conventional researchers.

Chapter I overviews the precedent studies on religious salvation of Hikarugenji and
Ukifune, and discusses how these two characters aspire after the salvation, and then
how they are separated from the salvation.

Hikarugenji gets caught in a dilemma, arising from the compunction about the
forbidden relation with Fujitsubo. He has a desire to become a monk, but at the same
time, he cannot do so because of the “bond” with Murasaki-no-ue, Fujitsubo’s niece.

With respect to Ukifune, there is an argument over whether her religious salvation
can be achieved or not. Ukifune is widely separated from religious salvation owing to a
lot of barriers such as her obsessiveness, women’s sinful bodies, and the discriminative
structure of Ryu-nyo-Johbutsu in the Lotus Sutra. The following chapters deepen the
study based on the argument about Hikarugenji and Ukifune in The Tale of Genji.

Chapter II explains the reason why Suma-Genji places the story in “Suma.” “Suma”
in Matsukaze, Tadanori, and Atsumori is presented as a place of exile of Ariwara no
Yukihira and Hikarugenji. On the other hand, “Suma” in Suma-Genji gives out the
strong image as the place where immaculate Hikarugenji has religious life in the
chapter of Suma. This distinctively beautiful image of Hikarugenji in chapter of Suma
is redefined by the medieval conceptual framework “Tohnan,” a manifestation of the
Buddha of Compassion, who emits the sacredness.

In order to complement the study of Chapter II , Chapter Il examines Hikarugenji’s



character as a monarch which is indicated by the place “Suma” in The Tale of Genji. In
“Suma” in The Tale of Genji, Hikarugenji interacts directly with “Ama” beyond their
social statuses each. The image of Hikarugenji in “Suma,” who is not only paid tribute
to by “Ama” but also has the power to empathize with “Ama,” reveals his gift as an
ancient monarch.

Chapter IV takes up Ukifune. In the past, Ukifune has been seen as the drama based
on a faithful comprehension of The Tale of Genji. However, we have to discuss the
critical difference on the attitude towards Hase-Kannon between Ukifune in The Tale
of Genji and Shite of Ukifune. The Tale of Genji shows disharmonious relationship
between Ukifune and Hase-Kannon, and refusal of pilgrimage to Hase by Ukifune. At
the end of the tale, Ukifune finds “Amitabha Buddha” as her religious anchorage. On
the other hand, Shite in Ukifune gives her unwavering loyalty to Hase-Kannon equated
with the Japanese Goddess of the Sun and Hie Sanno. Finally, Shite is saved through
the miraculous power of Hase-Kannon. Ukifune is interpreted as the reconstructed
drama of The Tale of Genji on the axis of the Medieval faith of Hase-Kannon, based on
the syncretization of Shinto with Buddhism.

Chapter V takes the closer look at the relationship between Ukifune and Hase-
Kannon in The Tale of Genji. The Tale of Genji has been forming her marital tale by
miraculous power of Hase-Kannon. However, the marital tale is disorganized by feud
between Ukifune and surrounding people. Ironically, this feud accomplishes Ukifune’s
desire to be a nun. After withdrawing from the real world, Ukifune loses her faith in
Hase-Kannon all the more.This is because she considers Hase-Kannon to be the
Buddha who gives happiness gained in this real world. Ukifune agonizes over her
obsessiveness, and throws herself on the mercy of “Amitabha Buddha.” In The Tale of
Genji, Hase-Kannon doesn’t undertake a role of Ukifune’s savior. Ukifune’s challenge
for salvation in The Tale of Genji is succeeded by Kodama-Ukifune.

Kodama-Ukifune has been criticized as the only “poor” or “pedantic” work. Chapter VI
reconsiders the value of this drama from the perspective of Ukifune’s dark image in
The Tale of Genji. Firstly, Kodama-UkRkifune establishes Mae-Shite’s (Ukifune’s)
character, reflecting her negative images of her birth, love, and being in religion.
Secondly, the image of Nochi-Shite (Ukifune or a dead monk haunting Ukifune) raises
the issue of whether being in religion eventually leads to salvation or not. Kodama-
Ukifune is the drama that faithfully expresses the aspects of Ukifune’s tragic life and
her difficulties of being in religion in The Tale of Genji.

All these things considered, this dissertation reveals how Hikarugenji and Ukifune in
The Tale of Genji are regenerated as the protagonists in these three salvific dramas.
Moreover, this study illustrates how these dramas dynamically show medieval

recognition about The Tale of Genji and the religious logic in that period.
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